Procedures for somatic cell nuclear transfer in the rat.
Somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) is a powerful tool for the investigation of the mechanisms of nuclear remodeling. In addition, SCNT may offer the possibility of introducing targeted mutations by homologous recombination in species for which ES cell technology is not available. The rat specific features of the oocyte have long impeded the development of SCNT. We detail here the procedures developed and optimized during the last several years for the optimization of rat cloning.